January 2026

President’s Column

Happy New Year’s Greetings. Here’s wish-
ing you and your family the happiest of
New Year!

Did you know making New Year’s reso-
lutions has been around for over 4,000
years? It started with the ancient Babylo-
nians, however, their year started in March.
It was the Romans who established Janu-
ary 1 as the beginning of the year, and they
too made promises of doing good for the
upcoming year. Early Christians started a
tradition on January 1 to look back at mis-
takes made and to do good in the new year.
Over time, the practice has become non-
secular, no more offering sacrifices to the
gods, thank goodness, and has turned pri-
marily to improving one’s self (eat heathy,
lose weight . . . ). About half of Americans
will make resolutions, yet less than 10%
will actually keep them. Hoping you are in
that slim minority!

Nominations for Board positions will be
taken at the January membership meeting
(January 15). Both Officers and Directors
positions are open. We will then close the
ballot. Voting will take place on February
19. If you will not be able to vote in person,
you can request an absentee ballot by mail
with a self-addressed stamped envelope,
or by email (secretary@tcsl.org).

Serving on the Board can be enriching.
Your experience and insights can help
guide the Club’s future and and you will
be part of the key discussions and deci-
sions being made. Consider running for
a Board position this year. (Possibly your
new year’s resolution?)

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Mark Smokowicz, president@tcsl.or

Your Treasurer thanks you in advance
for your prompt return of your member-
ship dues!

Hunter Education
Now that the Hunt is Almost Over

Success is not always about filling your
tag, it's about safely enjoying the experi-
ence and sharing it with friends and family
after the hunt. Some tips seem like com-
mon sense, but it’s critical for anyone hunt-
ing with firearms to consider safety basics
each time they pick up a firearm.

All firearm hunters should:

» Treat every firearm as if it is loaded.

» Be aware of surroundings—know your
target and what is beyond it.

* Unload firearms when crossing ob-
stacles and/or getting in or out of an
elevated stand.

» Obey “no trespassing” signs, they are
there for a reason.

» Obtain landowner permission to re-
trieve game that may have wandered
onto private property.

» Wear hunter orange to increase your
visibility to other hunters. Hunter or-
ange garments must be worn as the
outer layer of clothing (such as caps,
hats, vests, or jackets) and must be
visible from all directions.

How did you do this hunting season with
your safe-hunting practices?

Get more hunting and tree-stand safety tips
at Michigan.gov/HuntingSafety. Season
and requlation details are available through
the Michigan DNR Hunt Fish app.

Happy New Year

Jon N. Yost
Hunter Education Committee

Support your Club
with a Donation to TCSL’s

Suggested donations:
$10 - $50 - $100
Or choose your amount.
You can also make this a recurring,
monthly donation.

To donate via PayPal, scan the QR
Code below.

Or mail a check to:
Tri-County Sportsmen’s League
Attn: Booster Club
8640 Moon Rd., Saline, Ml 48176
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. . . for your generous support!
Please note: Contributions to TCSL are NOT
tax deductible as charitable contributions.

The mission of the Booster Clubis to supplement
TCSL'’s traditional funding through member
dues. These funds will help to ensure that
TCSL can continue to: Promote sportsmen
and women in the betterment of hunting,
fishing, hiking, camping, boating, and shooting;
and to offer social activities for our members,
provide leadership for our youth, participate
in citizen action in the legislative process,
and protect our environment.
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MUCC News

MUCC is looking for volunteers to work their booth at Outdoorama
at Suburban Collection Showplace from Thursday-Sunday, Febru-
ary 19-22. The Suburban Collection is located at 46100 Grand River
Avenue in Novi. Several volunteers are needed each day, especially
Friday-Sunday, during MUCC’s Annual Convention.

Why volunteer? You get FREE admission to Outdoorama, MUCC
merch as a thank you; and you get to interact with other sportsmen
of the state, while at the same time supporting Michigan’s outdoor
heritage. Sign up at http://www.mucc.org/events.

You can also sign up to volunteer at the Ultimate Fishing Show, also
at the Suburban Collection Showplace, from January 8-11. Click
here to register.

Another upcoming project is on Saturday, January 17, when MUCC'’s
On the Ground program will host a wood duck nesting box event.
Volunteers are needed from 9am-noon. Sign up here. The purpose
of this project is to improve habitat for wood ducks by maintaining
existing nest boxes and removing old material at the state game
area. The location is the DNR field office at 225 E Spruce Street in
St. Charles, Michigan, where the volunteers will gather.

Thank you.

Jim Pryce, mucc@ftcsl.org

Membership

Three people submitted applications in December:

Kayleigh Zupi — Probationary
Mark Marra — Probationary
Alicia Somers — Associate

Seven people attended orientation in December:

Eric Ferguson — Probationary
Alex Kendig - Probationary
Payton McDonald - Probationary
Lynn Noellert - Associate
Raymond Noellert - Probationary
Alma Reeves - Probationary
Chris Somers — Probationary

Please welcome them to the Club.

Our next orientation is scheduled for Saturday, January 10. | will
send an email to new applicants who need orientation soon after
the first of the year. Current members are also welcome to attend
as a refresher. We have had a couple of requests for a weekday
orientation. If you would like to attend then, please let me know
about possible date and time options. Current probationary
members’ renewal notices will be sent to them 4 to 6 weeks before
their membership expires. Please check your membership card for
the expiration date.

We are starting the annual renewal cycle, and renewal notices will
be sent in the first or second week of January. Current probationary
members’ renewal notices will be sent to them 4 to 6 weeks before
their membership expires. Please check your membership card for
the expiration date. If you have any questions about renewals or
volunteer hours, please contact.

Below is our current membership by type:

Associates. .................... 26
Junior ... 7
Life ... ... . 18
Military. .. ......... . 5
Probationary ................... 48
Past President. . . ................ 9
Probationary Young Adult . ... ...... 1
Regular...................... 201
Senior............ ... ... 80
YoungAdult: .................... 2
Total ............. ..ot 397
-Associates and Juniors . ........ 364

If you have any questions regarding membership or volunteer hours,
please contact me.

Thanks.
Charlie Unbehaun, membership@tcsl.org
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White Elephant Match Held

Our 6th annual White Elephant Rifle bench match was held on Saturday, December 14, at the
100-yard rifle range with four shooters.

Results of the match:

Place Shooter Rifle Round Score Adj. Score
1st Place Tony Roberts AR-15 223 Rem  193-5x205-5x
2nd Place Dave Vandermark AR-15 223 Rem  197-6x196-6x
3rd Place Julius Roberts Howa 1500 308 Win 200-8x192-8x

This was called a “White Elephant” match, because there was some random “gifting” in-
volved. Before scoring rounds, shooters drew a number from a hat to establish an order, and
then in that order picked from a selection of sealed fortune cookies. Each shooter had the
option of picking two cookies from the bowl, or taking from a shooter who had already picked.
If their cookies were taken, then that shooter had to pick two more from the bowl. After the
second round, scores were tallied, and the cookies opened. Each cookie had instructions for
whether to add or subtract to your or another shooter’s score. What you see as the Adjusted
Score was the result of these changes.

Our next Rifle Match (a 100-yard bench match) will be held Saturday, January 17, and is
open to all TCSL members and guests. Registration starts at 9am, and the match begins at
10am. A short safety briefing will be held prior to the match. Fees for the match will be $10 for
members and $15 for guests. Shooters can compete with any center-fire rifle (no full autos),
foreign or domestic, modern or vintage, with iron sights or scope.

The upcoming winter matches are conducted from the bench rest, and course of fire is 10
rounds sight-in over a period of 10 minutes, followed by 10 rounds for score over a period of
10 minutes. Highest score wins.

Bring 20 rounds of safe ammunition, safety or shooting glasses, hearing protection, registra-
tion fee, and appropriate warm clothing. A spotting scope is useful, and you may also bring
rests or other positioning gear. Some rests, blocks and sand bags are available. Rear bags
will not be allowed.

For further information or questions contact
Dave Vandermark, rifle@tcsl.org.

Tri-County Euchre
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MLK DAY

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY
e * * *
MONDAY, JANUARY 19

Mark your calendar to come out and enjoy
a fun night playing euchre at the club. We
play on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of i, W
each month. Upcoming dates: We will be Y s
starting off the New Year on January 7 and
21 and in February on the 4th and the 18th.

Cover charge is $5, with $2.50 of that go-
ing to the prize pots at the end of the night:
80% goes to the high scorer and 20%
goes to the player at the other end of the
scoresheet.

February Newsletter

Absolute deadline for article submission:
January 24
newsletter@tcsl.org

Play starts at 7pm. We serve hotdogs and
coney dogs from shortly after 6pm on. The
cost is $2.50 each. The cash bar is open
and the popcorn is free.

For advertising information:t
tcsl.org/newsletters

Carol Grubb, 734-417-9599

2026 TCSL Rifle Match Schedule
(All Saturdays)

Jan 17 — 100-Yard High-Power Bench Match
Feb 21 — 100-Yard High-Power Bench Match
Mar 21 — March Madness Match
Apr 4 — Lever Action Match

Apr 18 — Military Match

May 2 — Kentucky Windage Match
May 16 — Cavalry Match

Jun 13 — Military Match

Jun 27 — Black Powder Match

Jul 2 - IBS 22LR Match

Jul 11 — 185-Yard Bench Match
Jul 23 — IBS 22LR Match

Aug 06 — IBS 22LR Match

Aug 15 — Slug Match

Aug 27 — IBS 22LR Match

Aug 29 — Military Match

Sep 19 — March Madness Match
Oct 3 — Military Assault Match

Oct 24 — 185-Yard Bench Match
Nov 14 — Trench Match

Dec 12 — White Elephant Match

Dave Vandermark. rifle@tcsl.or
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| TCSL
RANGE HOURS

Monday-Saturday:
Shooting may begin
. no earlier than 10am

_

Sunday: .
Shooting may begin
no earlier than 12noon

Every Day:
Shooting must cease

by 8pm or sunset, whichever
occurs earlier.
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Women On Target
Saturday, June 7, 2025

While planning meetings don’t start until
February, | am now looking for a person
to act as the kitchen head for Women On
Target. The kitchen coordinates the morn-
ing light breakfast and lunch for the par-
ticipants, as well as directing a team in
getting morning snack/coffee and lunches
to the volunteers on the ranges. Please let
me know of your possible interest and call/
email me with any questions you may have.

Carol Grubb, wot@tcsl.org
734-417-9599
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From the Wonten of the NRA

WOT/KORD 2026 Planning Meetings
Wednesdays at 6:30pm

February 11
March 11
April 8
May 13
June 10
July 8 (KORD only)

MICHIGAN UNITED

(e CONSERVATION GLUBS

Kids on the Range Day
Saturday, July 18, 2026

Here comes another year! Remember that
there will be no KORD/WOT planning meeting
in January. We'll kick things into high gear at
our meeting on February 11.

From where | sit at this moment, it looks
like the event will be pretty much “business
as usual,” but if there are improvements
you think should be made, don’t be shy. I'm
open to suggestions. “We’ve always done
it that way” has never seemed like a good
philosophy to me.

As we start the new year, | want to sincerely
thank each and every one of you who have
volunteered during my tenure as Chair. The
event would not be the success it is without
you, and you have been a joy to work with!

Ki HE
Val Kabat, kord@tcsl.org
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’ Youth Camp

The TCSL Board voted again this year to sponsor
up to two (2) overnight/residential campers (at 50%, $400 each)
and two (2) day campers ($375 each)
to attend the MUCC Youth Camp.

Early registration is now open!
To be considered for a sponsorship,
please email Stuart Berry at youthcamp@tcsl.org
by January 28.

New or first-time applicants will be given priority in the selection process.
If more applicants apply than the sponsored spots available, a drawing will be held.

Both day camps and overnight/residential camps are available.
The MUCC campgrounds are located at 2500 Pierce Road in Chelsea.

Most overnight camps run from Sunday to Friday.
A shorter, “teaser,” overnight camp is from Sunday to Wednesday.
Day camps run from Monday to Friday.

Non-awardees can register during early registration through TCSL, which will
result in a $50 discount for overnight/residential campers.

More information on this year’s MUCC camps can be found
at https://www.mucccamp.org .

Memorial & Wellbeing

| Russell “Russ” Payeur
passed away at his home
in Saline, Michigan, on
December 3, 2025. He
was born in Ann Ar-
bor, graduated from St.
Thomas Catholic Scool,
and service in the U.S. Army from Novem-
ber 1955 to November 1957. Following his
military enlistment, he joined his father and
brother in A. H. Payeur & Sons Foundation
Company (later Payeur Foundation Com-
pany), retiring in 1995.

He married Catherine “Kay” Frances Sko-
dak in 1959, and they had three children:
Susan Carol (Koehler), Linda Marie and
Mark Alan.

He was active in several community orga-
nizations, including the Pittsfield Township
Volunteer Fire Department, the Tri-County
Sportsmen’s League, the Washtenaw
County Naughties (a Ford Model T Club),
and served as Commander of the Fourth
Degree Color Corps of the Knights of Co-
lumbus. His hobbies were varied, including
making Tiffany-styled lamps, player piano
restoration, antique car and tractor resto-
ration, making maple syrup, and building
wooden models of construction equipment
(which have been donated to the St. Louis
Center/St. Louis School for Boys in Chelsea).

In lieu of flowers, donations may be sent to
the St. Louis Center, Chelsea or St. Andrew
the Apostle Catholic School, Saline.

AT e STl

Ralph Philip Schmuckal,
Jr., passed away on De-
cember 4, 2025. He grew
up in Birmingham, Michi-
gan, and received both a
Bachelor and Master De-

- gree in Business Adminis-
tration from Eastern Michigan University. It
was at EMU that he met Christine Kamin-
ski, and they were married for 52 years be-
fore her death in 2024.

Ralph served in the Army National Guard
during the Vietham War and was dis-
charged with the rank of Staff Platoon
Sergeant. He was a licensed ham radio
operator, Realtor, insurance agent, and
contractor and a member of the Optimist
Club, Knights of Columbus, and Plymouth
American Legion, as well as TCSL.

In lieu of flowers, memorials are requested
to be sent to St Jude’s Hospital or Francis-
can Friars of Cincinnati, Ohio.

AT e STl

Please send items for this column to:
newsletter@tcsl.org.
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Tri-County Sportsmen League Events

Jan 2026 (Eastern Time - New York

Sun Mon Tue Wed Fri Sat
28 29 30 31 2 3

10am - Lindemann [ RSO on Duty: Phil C @ ] 10am - Wednesday Range
12pm - Trap Shooting @

4] L5 ] L6 ] L7 ] Le] (10 ]
12pm - Trap Shooting @ 6:30pm - Safety 6:30pm - Gun Safety 10am - Wednesday Range 10am - Orientation Class

6:30pm - Euchre Night @
[N [12] ER 14 ] (15 ] (16 | 7]

12pm - Trap Shooting @

6:30pm - Finance

6:30pm - TCSL Education

10am - Wednesday Range

6:30pm - Board Meeting
7pm - Membership

Pistol Hange reserved for

8am - NRA CCW course
9am - 100 Yd High Power

12pm - Trap Shooting @

P

Tri-County Sportsmen League Events

10am - Wednesday Range

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
12pm - Trap Shooting @ 10am - Wednesday Range
é 6:30pm - Euchre Night @
O KinG
| DAY
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

lease always see the online calendar for up-to-date information!

Feb 2026 (Eastern Time - New York

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
12pm - Trap Shooting @ 6:30pm - Gun Safety 10am - Wednesday Range
[8] Le] [10] [EN [12] (18] (14 ]
12pm - Trap Shooting @ 6:30pm - Safety 6:30pm - TCSL Education | 10am - Wednesday Range 10am - Orientation Class
6:30pm - WOT/KORD

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

12pm - Trap Shooting @ 6:30pm - Finance 10am - Wednesday Range | 6:30pm - Board Meeting Pistol Range reserved for

7pm - Membership 8am - NRA CCW course
9am - 100 Yd High Power

= Washington's
Birthday

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

12pm - Trap Shooting @

10am - Wednesday Range

4:30pm - Washtenaw




