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It's that time of the year when Mother Nature
says “| will give you a visual symphony” to
help you not remember that soon the dreary
days will be upon us once again. And as we
close the wonderful green, warm, growing
season, the trees all around us have ignited
with color. The display on our property is
impressive. But it is short lived. A mere
three days ago several trees near the lower
level entrance were in peak color. This
morning, a large percentage of those colors
were on the ground. Enjoy it while we can.

Autumn requires that we do many things to
prepare for the winter, whether it's at home
or at the Club. The annual Eall Clean-Up
Day is scheduled for Saturday, November
5, starting at 8am. All hands are welcome!
Earn double work hours for your efforts.
We will first focus on the ranges in order
to complete them before normal opening at
10am. The rest of the property will follow. Bring
your work duds, gloves, tools, rakes, tarps,
pickup trucks, trailers, and enthusiasm to
prepare the property for winter. If you want
to go from start to finish, you are welcome.
If you can only put in a few hours that is
most welcome as well. Did | mention that
you earn double work hours?

Falling temperatures and winter winds
make for less fun on an outdoor range.
Join us on Sunday, November 13, at 9am
to put up the plastic on the pistol house.
Bring your drill motors, screw bits, ladders,
saws, and good ideas to help us winterize
the pistol house. We will have the plastic,
the furring strips, 2 x 4s, and screws to seal
the deal. We won’t promise you any heat in
the pistol house, but at least we can help
block the wind. We may even wrap the grill
pit after we finish the pistol house.

Firearm season opens on November 15.
Observing good firearm practices are as
important in the field as on the range or
elsewhere. The NRA big three safety rules
are: Direction, Finger, Unloaded. Always
keep the gun pointed in a safe direction.
Always keep your finger off the trigger
until ready to shoot. Always keep the gun
unloaded until ready to use. The NRA also
has the little eight safety rules: Know your
target and what is beyond it. Know how to
use the gun safely. Be sure the gun is safe
to operate. Use only the correct ammo for
each gun. Wear eye and ear protection.
Never use alcohol or drugs (over-the-
counter, prescription, or recreational)
before or while shooting. Store guns so that
they are not accessible to unauthorized
persons. Be aware that each firearm may
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have additional safety precautions. If you
are heading out for the hunt, may you be
safe and successful.

We will be having rifle sight-in times prior
to opening day. The tentative plans are for
sight-ins between Tuesday, November 8,
and Tuesday, Noverber 15. Normal sign-
in and range fees apply to members. The
public can participate for $20 per hour.
Bore sighting will be available for $10 per
firearm on November 12, 13, 14. RSOs
are needed to monitor the ranges; see
your email and the website to sign up for
shifts. Check the TCSL calendar for an
updated listing of dates and times. We are
a volunteer organization.

Our search for a new clubhouse/facility
manager was successful. The Board has
confirmed the appointment of Mr. Tim
Grapentien to that position. Tim is a Club
member and brings a large degree of
knowledge and experience in both firearms
and archery. Please stop in and welcome
Tim to his new post.

Several members contributed to the
creation and the improvement of the job
posting and the details of the position.
Thanks goes out to Steve Reed, Val Kabat,
Maudie Abraham, John Harden, Fred
Girbach, Mark Smokowicz, Carlos Soto,
and Charlie Unbehaun for their timely input.
The interview committee was Mark, Val,
and myself. We conducted three interviews
and thank the other two candidates for their
interest and participation.

The tractor was out for clutch repair for
a while and is now repaired and back.
Thanks to Carlos Soto and Rick Parsons
for transportation to and from the shop.
Several members, including Bill Arcy and
Phil Cardon (tractor geeks), helped to
evaluate the tractor and determined that
the issue was beyond our ability.

The clubhouse will be the polling place for
York Township on Tuesday, November 8. If
you come into the clubhouse, be mindful of
the election proceedings in progress.

We finally have a working bottle cooler
at the bar! That was quite a saga. Mark
Smokowicz was on the case to replace the
dud with a working model.

Be sure you bring, and wear, your Club ID
card when going to the ranges. If a new one
is needed, contact Charlie at membership@
tesl.org to discuss a replacement. The Club
ID is important for many reasons.

We continue to host many events. Recently,
Boy Scout Troop 243, Ypsilanti, had a camp
weekend on the south side of the property.
The Scouts also participated in a .22 rile
shoot and archery. Thanks to all the range
leads and safety officers for making this
happen. Member Richard Daffron held his
50" wedding anniversary party at the Club.
Richard is also a member of the Huron
Valley Corvette Club. Many members
of that club arrived with their cars. In the
upper lot were approximately 15 Corvettes
from many years, 12 Pontiac Fieros, a
Plymouth Superbird, a ’57 Chrysler 300,
and a '67 Plymouth Fury. Any guesses
on the market value parked in our lot for
the party? Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs.
Daffron on your Golden Anniversary.

We are looking to replace the asphalt
shingles on the two upper-level vestibules.
The current shingles are in need of
replacement, but there doesn’t appear
to be any underlying damage. If you are
skilled and can lead this effort, please
contact me at president@tcsl.org. We will
supply the materials and volunteers to help
with the grunt work.

Nominations and elections for Board and
Officer seats are coming up. All members
are eligible to run, consistent with Club
bylaws. Of special note is that Carlos Soto
is term-limited as finance VP. Carlos will
provide training and guidance for our new
finance VP.

Sunday breakfast is on November 6 from
8 to 11:30am. Stop in and get some grub
and rub elbows with friends, new and old.
Rifle and pistol events continue. Education
has several classes and the gun safety
seminar. Board meeting only on November
17. Wednesday range time. Check the
calendar for specifics and anything | may
have missed. tcsl.org/#calendar

Of course the most important event
in November is Thanksgiving Day.
Thanksgiving in America began in 1621
and 1623. New York adopted it as an
annual custom in 1817. President Lincoln
designated a “Day of Thanksgiving” in
1864. The practice of giving thanks and
gratitude for the blessings of a Supreme
Being are as old as the human race. May

Sincerely,
Stuart Berry
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Military Rifle Match Held

Our fourth standard Military Rifle Match for 2022 was held on Saturday, October 15, at the 100-yard
rifle range with 5 shooters.

Results of the match:

Place Shooter Rifle Round Score

Iron Sight Division

1°* Place Mark Smokowicz AR-15 223 Rem 296-3x

2" Place Jerry Marken M1A 308 Win 288-2x

3 Place Jeff Gage AR-15 223 Rem 287
Chris Leite M1 Garand 30/06 262-2x
Dave Vandermark Swiss K-31 7.5x55 224

Our next Military Rifle Match will be held in spring 2023 and will be open to all TCSL members and
guests. Registration starts at 9am, and the match begins at 10am. A short safety briefing will be held
prior to the match. Fees for the match will be $10 for members and $15 for guests. You can compete
with any military style rifle (no full autos), foreign or domestic, modern or vintage, with iron sights or
scope. You will need 45 rounds of safe ammunition, a shooting mat or something to lie on, safety or
shooting glasses, and ear protection. Spotting scopes and sling are helpful.

The course of fire for the event shall be: (5) rounds of slow fire in the prone positon for sight-in within 5
minutes. For score; (10) rounds slow fire in the prone position, (10) rounds of rapid fire in the prone
position, (10) rounds rapid fire in the sitting position, and (10) rounds of slow fire in the standing
unsupported position. For the slow fire portion, single-fed rounds are fired within 8 minutes, while rapid
fire is within 80 seconds with a magazine or stripper clip change. Please note: You need not be a
military member to compete, though they are surely welcome; you only need to own a military-style
rifle. For further information or questions contact Dave Vandermark at rifle@TCSL.org.
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Every Day:
Shooting must cease

by 8pm or sunset, whichever
occurs earlier.
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Trench Match Held

On October 1, TCSL hosted its fourth Trench Match. Its purpose was to simulate shooting positions you
might find yourself in defending your trench in World War I. It took place on the 100-yard rifle range,
and was a 50-shot match, with 3 rounds:

Round 1 — Standing Position. 20 shots from a standing position, supported at 100 yards. Required 4
loading cycles that could vary in number of shots each (5-5-5-5, or 8-2-5-5, or 2-10-5-3, etc.). Timer
starts with the rifle unloaded. Time limit: 100 seconds.

Round 2 — Kneeling position. 10 shots kneeling, supported at 100 yards. Required 2 loading cycles.
Timer starts with the rifle unloaded. Time limit: 60 seconds.

Round 3 — Prone Position. This round was time limited to 100 seconds, and allowed the shooter up to 20
shots to break 10 clay birds that were hung at 100 yards. Firing was in the prone position, supported
using a rest provided. Required 4 loading cycles that could vary in number of shots each (5-5-5-5, or 8-2-
5-5, or 2-10-5-3, etc.). Timer starts with the rifle unloaded. Points awarded based on the number of clays
broken (5 per bird), with a 10-point bonus if all 10 are broken.

So, why is this called a trench match? The rests provided in rounds 1and 2 are small ports in a mock
trench wall, and the prone rest simulates an earthen berm. They are meant to not be comfortable
positions. And to add to the difficulty, the rifle must have a bayonet attached during all firing.

Match Results:

Name Rifle Caliber Score
1%'Place  Mark Smokowicz AR-15 223 Rem 253-1x
2" Place Dave Vandermark 1903A3 Springfield 30-06 213
3 Place Ed Benko M1 Garand 30-06 151

For further information or questions contact Dave Vandermark at rifle@TCSL.org.

Remaining 2022 Rifle Matches
11/19 -185 yd Bench Match (starts at noon)
12/17 - White Elephant Match

Dave Vandermark

rifle@tcsl.org
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December Newsletter

Absolute deadline for article submission:
November 25
newsletter@tcsl.org
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SAFETY FIRST

1 TREAT ALL FIREARMS AS IF THEY

ARE LOADED
2 ALWAYS KEEP THE MUZZLE
POINTED IN A SAFE DIRECTION
3 FINGER OFF THE TRIGGER
UNTIL YOU ARE READY TO SHOOT
4 KNOW YOUR TARGET & BEYOND

Range Safety
Some of the most common problems found at the range:

1. Notsigning in correctly or paying fees
You need to sign in the book prior to going to the range. Range fees are $5 for members and $8
for guests. Children under 12 are free.

2. Not having membership/guest ID displayed
Bring you ID to the range with you and have it visible.

3. Guns aimed above the horizontal
No blue sky. Our neighbors appreciate it

4. Skips, Hit the Backstop!
Especially in the pistol house, line up your finger gun at the target to ensure you will hit the
backstop. Target placement is important!

5. Lack of proper Supervision of guest or minors

Members are allowed 3 guests maximum. And you need to be with them at all times. You are
responsible for your guests to follow all club rules.

Do you have a question on the range rules, contact safety@tcsl.org

3EME4- Country Breakfasts Refun fo
[1i-Counfy Sportsmen’s League!

Sunday, November 6
8-1:30am

Come Enjoy Breakfast with Friends.

Open to the Public.
Its a great place to meet old friends
and make new ones.

$8 for adults
$4 children (12 and under)
Children under 5 are FREE

Tri-County Sportsmen’s League
8640 Moon Road, Saline, Ml 48176

Memorial & Wellbeing
Celebration & Thanks

Lloyd W. Dicks, 84, passed away in his home
on Thursday, September 29, with Marjorie Mae
(Richards), his wife of 62 years, at his side.
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After graduating from Saline High School, Lloyd [ i
enlisted in the U.S. Army, where he proudly
served as an Honor Guard, honoring his fallen =&~ ‘

brothers and sisters, at Arlington National

Cemetery. It was during his time at Arlington that his marching
skills were witnessed by then President Dwight Eisenhower, who
added him to his personal Drill Team despite Lloyd being over the
maximum height limit. After his time in the service, Lloyd returned
to Saline where he and Marjorie raised two sons, Jeffrey and Mark.
Lloyd worked as a machinist for NSK until his retirement and was an
avid marksman and antique tractor enthusiast who would travel with
his sons for competitions throughout the Midwest. He is survived by
many family members who would like to thank Trinity Hospice for
their loving care.

Richard Daffron and his wife celectrated their 50" wedding with a
party at Tri-County.

Charles Gates, age 74, died Wednesday evening,
October 5, at Hampton Manor of Dundee,
surrounded by his loving family, including his wife
Donna (Lucas). Chuck was an accomplished
pipefitter, mostly installing fire protection sprinkler
systems, and was extremely active with the
Milan Baptist Church, which he served in many
capacities. He was an avid outdoorsman and especially enjoyed
hunting. He also collected model trains and relished in putting them
and the tracks together. Arrangements were handled by Ochalek-
Stark Funderal Service, and interment has taken place at Arborcrest
Memorial Park in Ann Arbor. Contributions in Charles’ name may be
made to the Milan Baptist Church Building Fund.

Scott Spoelma recently passed away at the age of 66. Scott shot
IDPA and was an IDPA safety officer. He leaves behind his wife
Wendy and adult children.

John W. Stanowski lost his battle with
mesothelioma and passed away peacefully on
October 9, surrounded by family, including his loving
wife René. After graduating from Roosevelt High
School in Wyandotte, John earned his bachelor’s
degree from Eastern Michigan University and then

: his J.D. from Detroit College of Law. Besides his
love for the law, John enjoyed many other hobbies, including wine-
makikng. (Tri-County members may remember John best as oiur ace
omelette-maker at monthly breakfasts.) Interment has take place at
Michigan Memorial Park in Flat Rock. In lieu of flowers, contributions
in John’s name may be made to Fisher House Michigan online. or
by mail to PO Box 130466, Ann Arbor, 48113; the Saline American
Legion Post 322 by mail to 320 W. Michigan Ave., Saline, 48176;
or to Arbor Hospice online.or by mail to 2366 Oak Valley Drive, Ann
Arbor, 48103.

Jim Walter’s granddaughter, Rabeckah Walter, was married to Jake
Camp in mid-October. And that’s given Jim and his wife another
grandson.

As always, we have a number of members (as well as the country)
who could benefit from our thoughts an prayers.

Please send items for this column to newsletter@tcsl.org.
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Hunters Ed.

Falls from trees are more common than
accidental shootings, and injuries often are
severe.

Hunters are two to three times more likely
to be injured by a fall from a tree stand than
from a firearm. Injuries often happen when
hunters are climbing up or down from the
tree stand, resulting in serious leg fractures
and spinal cord injuries.

While the main rifle deer hunting season
won’t begin until November 15, several
other hunts, including archery hunting, are
underway. In studies of hunting-related
injuries, research shows that injuries are
often caused by hunters not using safety
harnesses.

Hunter safety laws and an increased
emphasis on firearm safety have
contributed to a notable drop in firearm
injuries and deaths over the last several
decades. Tree stand safety should be
treated with the same respect as firearm
safety.

Precautions hunters should be aware of to
avoid accidental falls:

Always wear a high-quality, full-body tree
harness.

Keep your stand at a reasonable height of
10 to 15 feet.

Make sure your tree stand is securely
attached to the tree and the tree is healthy.

Clear the area beneath your stand of rocks
and branches.

Do an equipment safety check before and
after every outing, replacing any broken
straps or parts.

Avoid alcohol and other drugs before and
during your hunt.

Carry a cell phone and a whistle for
emergency signaling.

Clip into your safety line or linemen’s belt
every time you leave the ground.

Research proper safety procedures for
climbing up and down from the tree and
how to recover if a fall should occur.

The Hunter Education Committee and |
wish you all a safe and successful season.

Jon N Yost
Hunter Education Committee
Jon N Yost

Membership

Ten people submitted membership applications
in October and were approved by the Board
of Directors. They include:

Patrick McConnell - Probationary
Kyle Labombarbe - Military
Michael Garner - Probationary
Randy Dankins - Probationary
Haozhe (Bill) Zhong - Probationary
Donald Vanassche - Probationary
Nicole Vanassche - Associate
Frederick Brack - Military
David Hill - Probationary
Al Payne - Probationary

Three people attended the early October
orientation session:

Paul Evans - Probationary
Al Payne - Probationary
Haozhe (Bill) Zhong - Probationary

There is another orientation scheduled for
Sunday, October 30, at 1pm on the lower
level at the clubhouse.

Current probationary members’ renewal
notices will be sent to them 4 to 6 weeks
before their membership expires. Please
check your membership card for the
expiration date.

| would also like to remind everyone that
we have returned to requiring volunteer
hours. All regular, probationary, and young
adult members that are under 65 years of
age are required to put in a minimum of
10 hours per year. The cut-off, as usual,
is November 30. There are plenty of
opportunities to put in those hours. These
include clubhouse events, breakfasts,
dinners, board and membership meetings,
grounds maintenance, range maintenance,
etc. There will also be a Fall Cleanup Day
on Saturday, November 5

Thanks
Charlie Unbehaun
Membership Secretary

DONATE TO
Thi-County Spotsment League

Suggested donations:
$10 $50 $100
Or choose your amount.
You can also make this a recurring,
monthly donation.

To donate via PayPal, scan the QR
Code below with your smart phone or
tablet.

Or mail héc to:
Thi-County Spolsment League
Atin. Booster, Club
8640 Moon Road, Saline, Ml 48176

Thank Kol

The mission of the Booster Club is to raise
funds to supplement TCSL's traditional
funding through member dues. These funds
will help to ensure that TCLS can continue
to: Promote sportsmen and women in
the betterment of hunting, fishing, hiking,
camping, boating, shooting.

- Host social activities for our members.
- Provide leadership for our youth.

- Participate in citizen action in the
legislative process.

- Protect our environment.

J

[ FALL CLEAN- |
UP DAY

Saturday, November 5
beginning at 8am

I

I

(earn doubfe volunteer hours)
. J
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MUCC Report

The Michigan United Conservation Clubs’
schedule of meetings that may be of
interest to TCSL members is as follows:

On Saturday, December 3, the Conservation
Policy Board will meet at the John A. Halter
Shooting Sports Education Center, which
is part of Hillsdale College and about 6
miles from central campus. If anyone is
interested in attending, let Jim or Kris know.

The MUCC Annual Convention will be held
in Mt. Pleasant from Friday-Sunday, March
24-26.

On October 19, the MUCC Executive Board
members for Region 8, Leonard Shaner
and Eric Braden, held a planning meeting
at the VFW Post in Romulus. Stuart Berry
and Kris Matthew attended, representing
TCSL. Nine of the MUCC Region 8 clubs
were represented at the meeting. There
was discussion of how MUCC could help
Region 8 clubs with their activities and
how Region 8 clubs and members could
together help and support MUCC. It was a
good first meeting, and future meetings will
be scheduled at sites spread throughout
Region 8. TCSL members will be invited
to attend future meetings and Region
8 activities. A website program and/or
Facebook will be developed and available
for use for Region 8.

MUCC'’s Conservation Insider for October
10 is out, and TCSL members should have
received it by email. If not, let me know. It's
a good way to keep in touch with what’s
going on with MUCC.

MUCC’s Michigan Out-of-Doors magazine
is published four times a year. Each time
it's published, the editor, Nick Green, sends
an email to all MUCC members. This email
contains a link to the currentissue which you
can select. The email also has information
about how you can receive a printed copy
of the magazine at a discounted rate of $20
per year.

Jim Pryce and | will be attending future
MUCC meetings and events. If you're
interested in joining us, please let us know.

Jim Pryce, jpryce@aol.com
734-368-2473

Kris Matthew, wkrismatt@aol.com

734-646-3763

185-Yard Bench Rifle Match Held

Our first 185 yard Rifle Match of 2022 was held on Saturday, September 24, at the 185-yard rifle range
with 6 shooters.

Results of the match:

Place Shooter Rifle Round Score

Iron Sight Division

1 Place Ed Benko M1 Garand 308 Win 85-1x

2" Place Dave Vandermark 1903A3 Springfield 30/06 71

3" Place Mark Smokowicz M1 Garand 30/06 70
Mark Smokowicz M1 Garand 30/06 44

Scoped Division

1°* Place Dave Harris AR-15 .223 Rem 86

2" Place Larry Jackson FN Bolt 308 Win 85

3" Place Charlie Unbehaun Ruger American 6.5 Creedmoor 79

Our next 185 Yard Bench Match will be held on Saturday, November 19, and is open to all TCSL
members and guests. Registration starts at 11am, and the match begins at noon. A short safety briefing
will be held prior to the match. Fees for the match will be $10 for members and $15 for guests. You can
compete with ANY rifle (no full autos), foreign or domestic, modern or vintage, with iron sights or scope,
as long as you can fire the 10 rounds in 10 minutes. You will need 20 rounds of safe ammunition, safety
or shooting glasses, and ear protection. Spotting scopes are helpful.

The course of fire for the event shall be: (10) rounds of slow fire from the bench for sight-in within 10
minutes. For score: (10) rounds slow fire from the bench within 8 minutes. Shooters may elect to use
their score from the sight-in stage, but in doing so would forfeit shooting the 2" round.

For further information or questions contact Dave Vandermark at rifle@TCSL.org.

%
Harry's Auto Service

221 E Michigan Ave.
Saline, MI 48176
734-429-9930

Handgun/Running Deer Shoot
Sunday, November 6 - Cost for each relay is $5.00.

The “HANDGUN SHOOT” (Running Deer Shoot) is structured much the same as a good, old
Turkey Ten individuals buy into a relay, and all ten take turns shooting at the running deer.
After each individual shoots, their score is totaled and radioed up to the officials’ table. The
highest score of the relay wins a prize.

The shooter is positioned 25 yards away from a hanging deer silhouette, which is positioned
at the right side of the gallery. Round count and order may change from relay to relay. Our
usual starting sequence is 2 shots at the deer standing still and 2 shots while the deer is
running. Once the final standing shoot is fired, the deer will begin to run across the gallery
from right to left.

Firearms allowed: Handguns, .22 Rifles and PCCs (Pistol Caliber Carbines). Pistols will
compete against pistols; .22 Rifles and PPCs will compete among themselves. All type of
sights or optics are allowed.

This event is open to the public, and shooting starts at 12 noon. It’s FUN! Bring a family
member or a friend.

Contact: Mike Cowhy, 313-530-7789

Jim Wallter, 734-478-3946, jdwalter54@comcast.net
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Tri-County Sportsmen League Events Nov 2022 (Eastern Time - New York)
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For up-to-date information, please see the online calendar.

3pm - Wicked Jeeps

Tri-County Sportsmen League Events Dec 2022 (Eastern Time - New York)
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7pm - BSA Troop 439 7pm - Membership
7:30pm - Finance
T8 18 20 e = = (24
(RSO On Duly: Charlie U.__)|(RSOon Dufy:MarkB. ) (RSO on Duty:MarkS. )| 12pm - Friends of
8am - NRA CCW Course 12pm - Friends of 10am - Wednesday Range
10:30am - Family 7pm - BSA Troop 439
25 ) (26 | 27 ] (2 | (2| T30 | =N
(RSO On Duty: Charfie U.__)|(RSO on Duty:MarkB. ) (RSO on Duty:MarkS. )| 12pm - Friends of 4pm - Hayes Reception @
7pm - Scout Patrol 12pm - Friends of 10am - Wednesday Range
7pm - BSA Troop 439



http://tcsl.org

